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structures which are borne in clusters at the ends of short branches
The male cell, which contains two nuclei, is discharged from th
antheridium. The procarp consists of two parts: a swollen poi
tion, the carpogonium, which contains the female nucleus, and \
long slender structure, the trichogyne, which projects from th
carpogonium and which contains a nucleus that degenerates. On

FIG. 634. Batrachospermum

Habit of portion of plant. (X 5)

Fie. 635. Batrachospernua
showing whorls of branch*

The dense rounded masses c
cells near the periphery of tl
whorls are cystocarps. (X4f

or more male cells may come in contact with the trichogyne. Tl
walls separating the contents of the trichogyne and a male cell a
dissolved, and the contents of the male cell pass into the trichogyc
One of the nuclei of the male cell then moves down through tl
trichogyne and fuses with the female nucleus, thus fertilizing t!
carpogonium. Short branches then grow up from the carpogonhu
and an asexual spore, known as a carpospore, is formed at the tip
each of these branches. When a carpospore germinates, it produc
a new Nemalion plant. The carpogonium plus the filaments and
carpospores is known as a cystocarp.